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Lowy Institute Poll 2012 — views on democracy - all Australians
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Lowy Institute Polls in other countries — views on democracy
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2012: 18-29s vs the rest
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Millennials (Gen Y)

PEW definitions:

GenY - 1977-1990
Gen X - 1965-1976
Baby boomers - 1946-1964

Silent generation - 1937-1945
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2011-2012 Polls: 18-29s vs the rest
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A media free from censorship W 18-29s
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Freely express yourself

\Vote in national elections

A Fair trial
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Reasons?

 Civics education
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Reasons?

* Disillusionment with political discourse

julia gillard misogyny speech

»I'm Feeling Lucky

Gillard labels Abbott a misogynist
m NewsOnABC - 49 os 2 346.383




LOWY INSTITUTE

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

Followed the election
in the mass media

Tedenision
Aadio

Newspapsr
Imtarmet

| | K internet

1867 1860 1879 1987 1880 1083 1896 1806 2001 2004 2007 2010

Mote 1235-2004: Estimates for nternet = “‘many tmes." 201 0 Response categonies for al
media are ‘s good deal’.

Trends in Australian political opinion, Australian Election Study 1987-2010, ANU
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Tone of the political debate - 2013

Thinking now about
the tone of political
debate in Australia

: = Noticeably
at the present time: Worse
would you say it is
noticeably better
now than it has ® Not much
usually been in the different
past; not much
different now from :
how it has usually Noticeably

better

been in the past, or
it is noticeably
worse now than it
has usually been in
the past?

Source: Citizens’ Agenda, National Survey of Voters
Centre for Advancing Journalism, May 2013
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Reasons?

« Civics education
* Disillusionment with political discourse
« “democracy the victim of its own success” ?
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Global Trends in Freedom

Year Under Partly Free Countries | Not Free Countries
Review
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Freedom House, Freedom in the world 2013



LOWY INSTITUTE

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

Arctic Ocean

5T T

Greeniand Sea
- Norwegian Sea e

PIORMAY

Beaufort Seq

i v Labrador Saa
R - J Son of ot

North Atlantic Ocean

North Pacific Qcean

.t VR
hing Sea’s

North Pacific Ocean
Lo

Bay of Bengal

. SLENTSANEVSE
" RHTIGUA S BAFELOAN

IMBESHALL
" IELANDS

GRENAGAN,

A

i
A

eureapas i

R SE R

4

-
v

ECUATORAL GUI
SKDTOME & PENCIPER

f

1A

v
it

| SECHELEST)

sy Indian Ocean

. SAMOAN

* MMJETUSH

South Atlantic Ocean

South Pacific Ocean

Tasman Sea

MM

/4



LOWY INSTITUTE

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

Reasons?

« Civics education

« Disillusionment with political discourse

« “democracy the victim of its own success” ?
« Capitalism and consumerism
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Reasons?

« Civics education

« Disillusionment with political discourse

« “Democracy the victim of its own success” ?
« Capitalism and consumerism

« Gen-Y / millennials: other preoccupations
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Y-Gen, “millennials”, “Why worry” generation

A generation of “entitled whiners who have been spoiled by parents who
overstoked their self-esteem, teachers who granted undeserved A’s and
sports coaches who bestowed trophies on any player who showed up ...
with a seemingly inexhaustible well of positive self —regard”




“‘we live in a world
where losing your
phone is more
dramatic than
losing your

virginityVOTE”
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We live in a world where losing your phone is more dramatic than losing your #virginity
Like * Comment B
Shelby Priester, Mico Boo and 17 2 others like this.

5 comments
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Reasons?

« Civics education

« Disillusionment with political discourse

« “democracy the victim of its own success” ?
« Capitalism and consumerism

« Gen-Y / millennials: other preoccupations

« “China is a society and a state that functions without democracy, so is it
bad?”
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Year 10 students

% saying ‘very

important’
Taking part in activities to protect 31%
the environment
Taking part in activities promoting 25%
human rights
Learning about political issues in 18%
the newspaper, radio, TV [etc...]
Supporting a political party 10%
Discussing politics 6%

Source: Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting

Authority, 2010,
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Total users
Facebook 11.5m
YouTube 11m
Blogspot 3.7m
Twitter 2.2m
Tumblr 29m
Instagram 1.1-1.5m

Sources: Margin Media, Australian internet and social media statistics,
May 2013; and AEC'’s report on Social Media, Youth Participation and
Australian Elections



Younger social media users are more likely to use the tools for
civic activities
% of users of social networking sites or Twitter who use social media these ways

W Ages 18-29 Ages 30-49 Ages 50-64 Ages 65+

32%
29% 27%
7, 6%
21%
14% I 15%

42%

34% 34%

3%
24%;
20%
I

Like / Encourage Post Repost Encuurage Post linksto  Belong to Follow
promote othersto  thoughts on  political otherstoact  political political officials /

political vote issues content stories  group on SNS candidates
material

on social
media

Source: Pew Research Center's Internet & American Life Project Civic Engagement Survey, conducted July 16-
August 7, 2012 on landline and cell phones and in English and Spanish. N for social media users ages 18-

29=323. N for social media users ages 30-49=388. N for social media users ages 50-64=323. N for social media
users ages 65+=167.
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“No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed, it has been
said that democracy is the worst form of Government except all those other
forms that have been tried from time to time; but there is the broad feeling in

our country that the people should rule, continuously rule, and that public

opinion, expressed by all constitutional means, should shape, quide, and

control the actions of Ministers who are their servants and not their masters.”
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